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SAC, New fork 


February 7, 1946 


nN* 


»£p^ ^ohn <dg^'1lo»ver — director. Federal Bureau of Investigation 


ALBERT 'CANgS, with alias P. I. Corns 

SPECIAL HQ0JKI - STATE BhPAHTSJENT 


, , The above captioned individual ie reportedly the New York correspondent 

"Combat" (a newspaper in Paris, France.) This individual has been filing 
inaccurate reports which are unfavorable to the public interest of this country, * 

accordin.; to the State department. 

The Bureau indices reflect th;t in March of 1945 Canus was listed 
aa editor-in-chief of "Combat 1 * by the Interdepartmental Committee for Accusa¬ 
tion af Foreign Publications. A confidential source further indicated Canus 
was on a cqnunittee JLn France which met to form a European Federation Unit 
of the voveaant for Socialism and Liberty. The delegatee mere representatives 
of unions in the resistance movements in France. 

The New forte City Field division is requested to definitely establish 
that Canus is in this country and to conduct a preliminary investigation in an 
eifort to ascertain his background, activities and affiliations in this country. 

A copy ef this letter is being furnished to the Washington Field 
Division in order that an examination of the State Department's records, in 
particular the Visa Section, may be made in regard to Canus. The Washington 
Field Division is requested to furnish*the Bureau and the New York Field Divi¬ 
sion with all available information as soon as possible. 

It is requested that this matter be given expeditious attention. 


!Mr. To Ison_ 

sir. l. A. Tamm 

Mr. Clegg_" 

Mr. Glavin_ 

Mr. Ladd 
Mr. Nichols 
Mr. hosen 

Mr. Tracy_ 

Mr. Carson_ 

Mr. Egan_ 

Mr. Ournea_ 

Mr. Harbo 

Mr. Hendon_ 

Mr. Pennington^ 
Mr. Quinn Tamm* 

Nease_~ 

Gandy_ 
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ADDRESS OFFICIAL. COMMUNICATIONS TO 
THE SECRETARY OF STATE 
u WASHINGTON 23, D.£. 
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WASHINGTON 
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in reply « 
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January 31, 1946 


To: 


The Honorable J 

J, Edgar Hoover, Director, I— 
Federal Bureau of Investigation. 


From: Frederick B* Lyon 

Chief, Division of 
Foreign Activity Correlation. 


The Department of State has received ipfcarnation to 

the effect that Albert Camus, alias P. F^'Corus, New York 

* .... ‘ - - - * 

Correspondent o ^jCombat (a newspaper in Paris, France )\ 
has been filing inaccurate reports which are unfavorable 
to the public interest of this country. 

I should appreciate it very much if the Bureau would 
make a preliminary Investigation of Mr. Camus and his 
activities. ' / 
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STANDARD FORM NO. 64 



UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


TO 


DIRECTOR, FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


JIfrom : GUI HOTTEL, SAC, WASHINGTON FIELD 
1 subj^C'T: ALBER^ANIS, alias, P. F.@C 


orus 




H 


- STATE DEPARTMENT 

Reference is made to Bureau letter dated February 7, 1946, requesting that 
the records of the State Department be checked for any information con¬ 
cerning the above entitled individual ■srtio is reportedly the New York 
correspondent for the French newspape»cfc CM BAT. 

This is to advise that wj orifidenti al National Defense Informant 
identity is known to the Bureau, advised that a check of the records 
the General Files of the State Department failed to reflect ary information 
on either ALBERT CANUS or P. F. CORUS. Confidential National Defense 

Informant'-’. . ' " “ b7D 

Departmen 


1 also made a check with the Visa Division of the State 


which check was made with negative results. 

Accordingly, in view of this information, no further inquiry is being made 
by this office, and the case is being REFERRED UPON COMPLETION TO THE OFFICE 
OF ORIGIN. 
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3tei»eral bureau of Inursttgatton 
ISmtrii ^tatoa ©opartmont of Kuatico 




March 2, 1946 


nm 


CONFIDENTIAL 


A 


TO: Collectors of Customs 


SUBJECT: Albert Canus, with aliases:' 

P. F. Corns,'Albert Camus 


C®CLA2^rFTFDJY! 




*"~i J ^ 


The Federal Bureau of Investigation, United States 
Department of Justice, is interested in Albert Canus, who is 
expected to enter the United States sometime in March 1946.' 

No description of Canus is available. 

In the event this individual attempts to enter into 
a port in your district, it would be appreciated if you will 
notify by telephone, collect, the nearest Field Division of 
the Federal Bureau of Investigation and at the same time notify 
that office that the New York Field Division of the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation is particularly interested in Albert 
Canus. 


Very truly yours, 



Approved: 

Bureau of Custo 
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Form No, 1 

This case originated at 


REPORT MADE AT 

NEW ORLEANS,LA. 


NET YORK, NEW YORK 


DATE WHEN MADE 


Period for 

WfcjfCH MADE 

3/8,11/46 


TITLE 


_ 3A8/46 

ALBERT^ANUS, was: P.F.^?ORUS, Albert^amus 


SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: 




NO F«-E no. 105-287 



CHARACTER OP CASE 


SPECIAL INQUIRY-STATE DEPARTMENT 


No record pf subject’s entry at New Orleans, 
since 2/1/46, Local stops placed with Customs 
and Immigration,New Orleans, 


REFERENCE: 


- EUC - 


ESQ. R1C’ 
RBP'l FOR 


r / ' A & 




New York letter to Washington Field, February 25, 1946, 


DETAILS: 


At New Orleans, Louisiana: 


b7C 


At the? Record, Room, Immigration and Naturalization Service, a 
check was made by the writer of all incoming ship and plane passenger manifests 
since February 1, 194 6. under subject’s name and aliases with negative results. 

j made a check of Immigration indices under subject’s name and 
aliases with -negative results, but did locate f ile 7000/1566 under the name of 
“ L This file reflected that I 



.nasmuch as no description of subjei 


is aval. 


e, it is noi 


APPROVED AND 
FORWARDED j 


Special agent 
fl in Charge 
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COPIES OF THIS REPORT 
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2 -New Orleai s 

COPIES DESTROYED ^ 


COPY IN FUJI 


*uwc«Hffl?aW 


RECORDED 

-X- 

INDEXER 




w s. oovssipuwT uktbi# ornoa 


7—ao»4 


















t.:- * ^ ;' v •' 


; . ;£■ ■ 

' ., \* ££9U»fy*. i‘, 




„ . '. V' C'^ ; 

.*• 4 . ■ / ; ; , •. 



NO 105-287. 


. . ;■. ' J ■' >* 


CANU might be identical, and no further action? is being taken along 
this'line*. 


A stop notice was placed wi ___ 

to the.Of ficer in Ch arge, immigration and Naturalization Service, and 
with Agent | Customs Agency Service, to notify-this office inthe 

event of arrival of anyone under subject's name or aliases. 


♦REFERRE 0 UPON COMPLETION TO THE OFFICE OF ORIGIN- 
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NO 105-287 

UNDEVELOPED LEADS 

THE NEW YORK FIELD DIVISION 

AT NE» YORK, SEW YOBK: 


Upon the entry of subject, will notify the New Orleans Field 
division, in order’ that the local stops with Customs and immigration may 
be cancelled. 
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Form No. 1 

This case originated at 


YOiiK. Miiw lOitK 


FILE NO. 


REPORT MADE AT 

DATE WHEN MADE 

PERIOD FOR 

REPORT MADE BY 



WHICH MADE 
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...#i V/ltL e 

3/13M 

3/8,11/46 

T,TLE ALB *T CANOS, was* 

P.F. CORUS, A 

ilbsrt Camus 

CHARACTER OP CASE 

SPECIAL INC UIRY-STATE Dlff-'A cTsliSHT 


SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: 


No record of subject's entry at New Orleans, 
since 2/1/46* Local steps placed -ith Customs 
and Immigration,New Orleans* 


- FUG - 


HSFiSRKNC*): 


New fork letter to Lashington Field, February 2$, 1946* 


DET '-IL;.: s 


At New Orleans. Lou siana: 


At the Record, Boom, Immigration and Naturalisation Service, a 
check was made by the writer of all incoming ship and plane passenger manifests 
since February 1. 194 b r under subject's naae and aliaaus with negative r- -suite* 

I made a check of Irmigration indices under subject's name and 
aliases with negative results* but did locate f ile 7000/1566 under the name of 

i This file reflect'd th'tl 


inasmuch as no description of subject CANU3 is available, it is not known whether 


b7C 
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FORWARDED: 


Special. Agent 

in Charge 
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Date: 


To: 


Pro* 


Subject 


CONFIDENTIAL 
BY SPEC£AL MSSSENggR 


April 12, 191)6 


Ur. Frederick B. Lyon 

Chief, Division of Foreign Activity Correlation 
State Department 

Washington, D. C. - '* 

John Edgar Hoover - Director, Federal Bureau of 

ALBERT CAMUS, was 
Albert Canus, P. F. Corue 
SPECIAL INQUIRY 




vestigation 


b7C 


Reference is made to your communication dated January 31, 19U6, 
wherein it was requested that the above entitled Individual^'who is affiliated 
with the "Combat ,r , a newspaper in Paris, France, be investigated by this 
Bureau. 

In accordance with t his request. I am forwarding herewith a copy 
of the report of Special Agent | ... | dated April 1, 191)6, at New 

York, New York. This Investigation is being continued and as reports are 
received in this regard you will be promptly advised. 


Enclosure 




).jr. To Ison_ 

«r. L. A. Tamm" 
:..r, Clegg_” 


is*. NlcI io T r^ 

Mr. Rosen_ 

Mr. Tracy_ 

Mr, Carson_ 

Mr. Egan_ 

Mr. Ournea_ 

Mr. Harbo_ 

I.r. Hendon 
Mr, Pennington” 
Mr. Quinn Tamm" 

Mr. I,ease__“ 

Miss Gandy_ 


JJCtFVB 

62-80U0S 









FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Form No. 1 . 

This case oRiGiNA^i^r^ 


REPORT MADE AT 

NEW YORK 


TltLE 1 

¥ i 


NY no 105 


REPORT MADE BY 


ALBERT pfMJS, with alia«e|Cf Albert Canjis, 
P. F.'Cor us HH ;; H 







SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: 



A^- 


■ *»w •• r*- . 



;gubject born 1913, A3 piftr<=i r -^H. 
li^fe he iras^nSWspipeniian and miritiae broker i 
Africa in 1940 because of ill health for " 

(Pap^rix Associated with "COMBAT" And resistance 
movement untLLrecentljv Is writer of austerity 
plaji^iff W.11 give ssggosium on "TheCrisis of Man" 
and is ? beHe^ed to '^ sponsored by* french cultural 
society in.Paris' on lectures to be jgiTen here* Political 
philosophy %e’Jbeen described by : infdrnant as moderate, 
"middle of the'Tjned*^ Informant states after the 
liberation subject'’s organization? did not join any 
reco^Af^d political party but individual members 


' <€ V r^ 
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: 'V / 

t S* 




•*■•*%**•: 




* 

■ REFERENCE: 


returned “to their respective political parties. .Few . . 
remaine&fw&th subject with no definite cfejectiveHln- 
formatiah developed subject** philosophy, plays and 
resistance movement tended to bear mere' towards Communism 
tfcpl;towards Socialism. One of sponsors; for symposium 
described as noted painter .sBd,admirCr of PICASSO, possibly 
Communist Party member* One informant believes 
subject is not Communist and that Sonraunist movement 
in France is tending to become more nationalistically 
inclined since liberation* Subject arrived in US: on 
3/25/46 aboard SS OREGON* Stopsplaced with US 
Customs Service and removed* 

- P 

Bureau letter 2 / 7 / 46 , entitled AlfiERT CAMUS, with alias s 
P* F. Corots «*. ' 
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NY 105-960 
DETAILS: 


> 


The investigation in the instant case is predicated 
upon the referenced Bureau letter* 


'■^onfidentialJfoformant 


whose identity is 


b2 

b7D 


known to the Bureau* advised that the subject's group in the resistance move¬ 
ment was formed originally of individuals of all political philosophies in 
order to form resistance against the German invaders* He stated that when 
liberation came* the objective of the group was gone and the group disintegrated* 
The individuals belonging to the group went back to their respective political 
parties and philosophies* for example Communism* Socialism* etc* 


He related that those who formed am intimate friendship 
with the subject during the resistance movement remained with him as a group 
but probably will disintegrate inasmuch as the objective for which they were 
formed no longer exists and they are a group only because of their friendship 
with the subject* 


This informant revealed he does not know the political 
philosophy of those who remained with the subject nor does he know the sub¬ 
ject^ beliefs* 


This informant advised that the subject was not in 
the United States at the present time but he believed he was coming here some 
time in March of 1946 and that while in Faris he was associated with the 
newspaper "COMBAT"* an influential paper which was published by the French b 2 
underground during the occupation* 

I-1 b7D * 

Confidential Informant |_| advised that the subject* 

whose true name is AIBERT CAMUS, not ALBERT CAMUS, is a well known newspaperman 
in France* He believes the subject is not a Communist and does not definitely 
know his political philosophy. He advised that the subject was not coming 
here under the auspices of the French Institute but could not come here* 
however* other than through the benediction of the French Government* The 
informant has been advised by the French Bribassy Service that, the subject is 
coming to the United States and* according to his belief* will be proposed as 
a lecturer* 


He believes that because of the subject*s importance 
as a newspaperman* he will create a great deal of interest and be much sought 
after when he arrives in the United States* 







NT 105-960 


Iei discussing the subject, the informant began talking 
about Communism and has ascertained from political observers and 

others that the Communist [movement in France has undergone a great change* 

The tendency of this groM^~3f£''be "swt loose* 1 from Russia and to sway toward 
a more nationalistic body* ke .stated that the subject, idiom he believes is 
not a Communis%jbut who has Communistic tendencies, would possibly have 
sentiments similar* to this group* 

* 

• Re went on to say he never heard of the subject under 
the name of CORDS but the French often used pen names and possibly CORDS is 
the subject r s pen name. Hie revealed that it is often hard to believe 
allegations of any kind concerning individuals who are Frenchmen in view of 
the fact that the French, as a race, often intend to discredit others in their 
same field, such as a Communist and a Jew, and thereby attach a derogatory 
reputation to an individual. 

He stated that many Frenchmen have been arriving in 
the United States and they have individuals residing here who are, in fact, 
their enemies and who would do anything to discredit or hurt them. 


the subject* 


He gave the following background information concerning 


He revealed the subject was bom in Algiers in 1913 
and resided there until 1940, being employed as a newspaperman and maritime 
broker. In 1940, due to ill health, he traveled to Paris, France, where he 
became engaged in journalism, literature and, finally, the resistance move¬ 
ment. He revealed the subject was associated with "COMBAT**, a leading news¬ 
paper in France and that he wrote many leading editorials and was connected 
with this paper until he resigned a few months ago. He has also written a 
number of plays, the moat important of which is called "CALIGULA."and a number 
of essays which will probably become famous* 




The subject will arrive in the United States sometime 
in March, sponsored by the French Cultural Service, and will give a symposium 
on March 28, 1946 at Columbia University together with Lieutenant THIMBRAIS, 

F. F. I*, and connected with "MINUTE EDITIONS" and the "MIDNIGHT CHRONICLES", 
formerly published in France. Also taking part in the symposiu m will be 
VERCORS. These three individuals are under the chairmanship of | 

who is a professor of French literature at Columbia University. b7C 
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The informant revealed that Professor 
was associated with the Office of Strategic Services during tne war ana, 
while stationed in Paris, came to know the subject quite well* He stated 
that he has collaborated in at least one article with him in the past* 

, The informant advised that in the February 23rd, 1946 
issue of >Qffi\NATION" there was an article entitled: "FRENCH EXISTENTIALISM" 
by HANNAH AHStpT and this article was written concerning the subject and 
one JEAN-PAtnrpKRTRE . This article was obtained by the writer and the 
following information extracted therefrom: 

The article concerns a new movement in France caQLed 
“EXISTENTIALISM" whose thief exponents are the subject and JEAN-EAUL SARTRE* 

This movement is explained in the article by stating* 

\ 

"The French Existentialists, though they differ widely 
among themselves, are united on two main lines of rebellion: first, the 
rigorous repudiation of what they call the 'esprit serieux r and second, 
the angry refusal to accept the world as it is as the natural, predestined 
milieu of man* 

"L'esprit serieux, which is the original sin according 
to the new philosophy, may be equated with respectability* The ’serious' man 
is one who thinks of himself as president of his business, as a member of the 
Legion of Honor, as a member of the faculty, but also ns father, as husband, 
or as any other half-natural, half-social function* For by so doing he 
agrees to the identification of himself with an arbitrary function which 
society has bestowed. 'L'esprit serieux* is the very negation of freedom, 
because it leads man to agree to and accept the necessary deformation which 
every human being must undergo when he is fitted into society* Since every¬ 
one knows well enough in his own heart that he is not identical with his 
function, 'L'esprit serieux* indicates also bad faith in the sense of pre¬ 
tending* The way out of pretense and serious-mindedness is to play at 
being what one really is* 

■By playing at what one is, one guards one's freedom 
as a human being from the pretenses of one's functions? moreover, only by 
playing at what he really is, is man able to affirm that he is never identical 
with himself as a thing is identical with itself* An inkpot is always an 
inkpot. Man is his life and his actions, which are never finished until the 
very moment of his death. He is his existence*" 
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\ 

“The second common el'eri^it of French Existentialism, 
the insistence upon the basic homelessness of iian in the nor Id, is -ohe 
topic of Camus 1 s *16 Mythe de Sisyphe; es|ay l’absurde, 1 and of Sartre's 
'La Nausee. 1 For Camus man is essentially’the stranger because the iratrld 
in general and man as man are not fitted for each other; that they are to¬ 
gether in existence makes the human condition an abusrdity* Man is the 
only 'thing* in the world which obviously does not belong in it, for only 
man does not exist simply as a man among men in the way animals exist among 
animals and trees among trees—all of which necessarily exist, so to speak, 
in the plural • Man is basically alone with his 'revolt* and his * clairvoyance *, 
that is, with his reasoning, which makes him ridiculous because the gift of 
reason was bestowed upon him in a world 'where everything is given and 
nothing ever explained** 

“Camus has probably protested against being called 
an Existentialist because for him the absurdity does not lie in man as 
such or in the world as such but only in their being thrown together* Since 
man's life, being laid in the world, is absurd, it must be lived as 
absurdity-lived, that is, in a >Hnri of proud defiance which insists on 
reason despite the experience of reason's failure to explain anything; insists 
on despair since man's pride will not allow him the hope of discovering a 
sense he cannot figure out by means of reason; insists, finally, that reason 
and human dignity, in spite of their senselessness, remain the supreme values* 
The absurd life then consists in constantly rebelling against all its 
conditions and in constantly refusing consolations* 'This revolt is the 
price of life* Spread over the whole of an existence, it restores its 
grandeur•*" 


The above article has been extracted from the copy 
of "THE NATION" and is being made a part of the New York file* 


Confidential Informant^ 
known to the Bureau, stated that he contacted 


whose identity is 


of "FRANCE AMiiRIQBE", a French publication in fle w iorg crt v. wno advised nim 


that the subject's correct name is ALBERT CAMUS. 1 


1 arrived in the 


United States from France over two months ago and stated that while there ha 
knew the subject, idiom he believed was born in North Africa. He stated that 
the subject is slightly tubercular and is a writer of austerity plays, fcr 
example "CALIGULA". 
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* 

I told the informant that, the «»biact was an 

active correspondent or WjBMBAT" and an intimate of | |who is 

presently lecturing ii* Ne* lork City* He stated that CAMUS is due here 
approximately March 27* 1946 to give a lecture entitled "THE CRISIS OF UUP* 
on March 28y 194# at a conference which will be held at Columbia University, 
New fork City* ~ * 


b7C 


ts He revealed that one of the subject's associates is 
a Mr* VERCGRS, who is considered a famous artist in the world of painters 
and artists. According to the informant, VERCORS is an admirer of PICASSO, 
who is a leader in the new school of thought for modern artists* The in¬ 
formant advised that PICASSO tends to bear "to the left" and, according to 
the informant's belief, is a member of the Communist Party* 

f _ b7C 

The informant stated that he learned froa l 
that the subject's philosophy and those in the resistance movement also 
bears towards the left and it is eloper to Communism than towards the 
philosophy advanced by the Socialists* He stated that the type of play 
written by the subject also tends to bear out this philosophy* 

p 

V 

i 

This informant gave the reporting agent an article 
which he had cut out of "FRANCE AMERIQUE" and, although he did not recall 
the date of issue, he stated that it was of recent origin* This article 
was written in the French language and is translated as follows: 

A 

"THEATER BORN OF THE WAR" 


"'New tendencies in the French theater’—this was 
the title of the brilliant lecture given by Mr. Jean Sartre under the auspices 
of the American magazine "View* to a large and select audience'* 


y \ "Basing himself on the work of Jeaa^Apoullh, Simone 

Tde^Seauvoir and Albert Camus, he summed up the present tendencies in our 




postwar theater, which has become a 'theater of austerity' as contrasted 
with the 'luxury theater' of 1939* The stage director merely tells people 
where to stand* The author does not study 'characters', but rather 
'situations', and the reactions of a free man facing a determined situation 
in the world* With each one of the authors, there is always the drama of a 
choice from a moral aspect, and generally a conflict of systems* Their aim 
is to establish a unity among the spectators, keeping them at a distance all 
the while, to present problems as myths, whence comes their fondness for 
ancient subjects* The common ordinary, every-Klay language which they use 
.is expressed with a strict economy of words; this makes translation difficult 
“”t it gives that impression of aloofness which has been sought*" 


* 
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"Theater of situations and of free choice9 theater 
of catastrophes, short plays where the three unities are respected and 
■where the number of characters corresponds to the number of conflicts 
which have arisen* 

A*-' ■ - ’ 

. • :\ '• 

"These new tendencies in the French theater are due 
to the social conditions* The result of the occupation and the need for 
economy have made themselves felt even in literary phenomena* 

"•Strictly Private*, the author of which is the 
lecturer and to which he made but a modest reference, is also a play 
characteristic of the genre* In Paris it was received with a success which 
is equal to that of ^Antigone* of Anouilh* It is to be presented on Broadway 
at the end of this year, let us hope that iir* J* P. Sartre will be better 
understood by the Americans than his colleague was* 


tacted a number of 


*..*J. 0." 


Confidential Informant related that he had co»* 
individuals with idiom he wdsrmtimate in French circles 


b2 

b7D 


in New York City and he had ascertained that the s\±>ject f s paper is a 
moderate paper and that the subject, himself, is moderate in his philosophy* 
He stated that he tends to take a "middle of the road" way of thinking but 
is both anti-Nazi and anti-Pascist. The informant stated that while in 
France, the subject was pro*©e Gaullist bub never was violent in asserting 
his political beliefs* He also had a very high reputation while in France 
as a writer of excellent editorials^ and as a writer of very good plays* 


Special Agent 


ascertained that in the 


issue of "The New York Times" for February 9, 1946, an\ article appeared which 
related that the subject*s play "CALIGULA", whic h is playing to capacity 


audiences in Paris, has been acquired by captain 


for presentation 


in this country. In the heading for this vrlte-upit stated that "CALIGTJIA" 
was born for Broadway. In the write-up itself no mention was made as to 
where this play would be presented* 


b 2 


Confidential Informant 


-—,_, advised Special Agent 

jbhat he had noticed a circular which stated that the 


FBENCH AMERICAN UNIVERSITY COMMITTEE announces for the 28th of March, 1946 
at 8*30 P* M* in the McMlllin Theater of Columbia University, a symposium 
in which the following will take part* ALBERT CAMUS, THIMERAIS and VERGORS, 
men of letters, whose subject was to be the "CRISIS OF MANKIND", under the 
chairmanship of Professor JUSTIN O’BRIEN. 


b7C 
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This circular stated that the receipts would he 
turned over to the organisation for aid to the Frenc h schoola. It was rail*' 
quested that tickets he obtained from Mrs* VI TL E r „Csttxir 

Department of the French Embassy, 934 Fifth Avenue, New YorteffiNy. This 

circular gave background information concerning these three individuals. 

& 

- The subject was stated to have been born in Algiers 
in 1913, living in Algeria until 1940, where he was engaged in several 
professions, among them maritime broker and journalist. He left Algeria in 
1940 for health reasons and since that time he has devoted himself to 
journalism and literature* 

During the resistance movement, with several friends, he 
founded the clandestine newspaper "COMBAT" , where he continued to write 
editorials up to the time of his resignation several months ago* The circular 
further related that he also published clandestinely "LETTRES a un AMI 
ALLEMAND" (letters to a German Friend), for the CAHIERS OF THE LIBERATION, 

(two letters), published in their entirety recently* 

His principal works were related to bet 

"LGRANGER" (THE FOREIGNER), Novel, 1942 

"LB MTTHB DE SISTPHE" (THE MYTH OF SISTPHE), Essay, 1942 

"CALIGULA", Play (Playing in Paris at present) 

"LE MALENTENDU" (THE MISUNDERSTOOD PERSON), Play 


It was revealed that THIMERAIS was born June 19, 1900. 

He studied physics and mathematics and became Assistant in Physics at the 
University of Lausanne in 1921« He did same research in mathematics and en¬ 
gaged in sociological studies since 1930. The first work published by 
THIMERAIS was done clandestinely, in the collection of the MIDNIGHT EDITIONS, 


in 1943, the title being "LA FENSEE PATIENTE" (THE PATIENT THOUGHT), an essay. 
At the same time from 1941 to 1944, THIMERAIS belonged to the Fighting French 
Forces of the Interior. Since the liberation* he has directed the "CHRONIQUES 
DE MINUIT" (CHRONICLES OF MIDNIGHT) from a social point of view. 


Other works published since "LA FENSEE PATIENTE" are: 

"ELEMENTS DE DOCTRINE" (ELEMENTS OF DOCTRINE), 1 volume, 
extract from a work in preparation, published clandestinely 

"PERMANENCE D’UNE IDEE POLITIQUE" (PERMANENCE OF A 
POLITICAL IDEA) 
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/ ^ > As to VERCORS, it revealed that his true name is 

J^J^BRUILER, born in Paris on February 24» 1902* He studied'at the BOOLE 
ALSACIEMNE (ALSATIAW SCHOOL) and received his Bachelor of Science from that 
school in 1919* He became an Electrical Engineer in 1922* Wceiving an 
E. P* B. diploma. He finally gave up his industrial activity for drawing. 

He published several satirical and humorous collections which are as foilowes 


■21 RECETTES PRATIQUES EE MOOT" (21 PRACTICAL RECIPES 
FOR A VIOLENT DEATH) - 1926 


"HYPOTHESES SHR LES AMATEURS DE PEINTURE" (HYPOTHESES 
ON LOVERS OF PAINTING) - 1927 


"LA DANSE DES VIVANTS" (THE DANSE OF THE LIVING) - 
series of prints, published in 1929 

» jp 

In the meantime he has published several other albums 

entitled* 


\r 


2 

* 



"LA NOUVELLE CLEF DES SOUSES" (THE NEW KEY TO DREAI6) 
"L'ENGEB* (HELL) 

"LBS VISIONS INTIMES ET RASSURANTES DE LA GUERRE" 
(INTIMATE AND REASSURING VISIONS OP THE WAR) 

"SILENCES" (SILENCES) 


His career as a writer began with the defeat. Under 
the pseudonym of VERCORS, he published "LE SILENCE DE LA HER" (THE SILENCE OF 
THE SEA) in the MIDNIGHT EDITIONS which he founded with PIERRE DE LESCURE. 


On March 25, 1946 the United States Customs Service, who 
had been previously requested to advise this office of the subject's arrival 
in the United States, telephonically contacted the New fork: Field Division and 
advised that the subject arrived aboard the SS OREGON on that date at Pier 86, 
North River, New Y ork City* He advised the United States Customs Ser vice that 
he was destined to I ~ 1 


b7C 


On March 25, 1946 a letter was directed to the Washington 
Field Division requesting that stops placed with the United States Customs Service 
be removed inasmuch as the subject is now in the United States. 


-PENDING- 
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UNDEVELOPED LEADS 


NEW YORK 


At New Tork < N« Y>: 

Will cnnf Mnne investigatio n in this CSSS with a view 


b7C 


to ascertaining the identity of 
with him* 


pnd the subject*s reiat ionshi 


5 * 


Will recontact informants in this case' in an effort 
to ascertain the subject’s future affiliations and activities* 
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CONFIDENTIAL 



of Special Agent 
follows* 


b2 

b7C 

1 r “7 

b/D 


The Confidential Informants mentioned in the report 

dated April 1, 1946 at New York, are as 





t 

Informant 

■ ' \ ,■ 



formerly National Defense 
in the New York Field Division 



concerning French activities in "the New York area 
to the New York Field Division . 

A_ 


Former National Defense Informant 
who has been discontinued as a National Defense 
Informant and is now a Source of Information 
in the New York Field Division. I ■ ' ’ 


These informants, who have been carried confidentially, 
have been so carried at their own specifio request* 












SAC, Nor Toxfc 


March 2$, 1$U6 


the 


John Edgar Hoover - Director, Federal Bureau of Investigation 

£«*? (Jp,) 

AIM T CANUS, vlth alia* P, F* Corua 
SPECIAL THQUIHX - STATE EKPAlUffiNT 

Reference it aade to ny letter dated Pahruary 7, 19i*6, concerning 
above-captioned Individual* 


It la requested that your office expedite the 
subedit a report to the Bureau in the i w ad l a t a future* 


investigation and 
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d j*. Tolson_ 

j* E A Tamm__ 

x. Clegg_21 

r. Glavln___ 

x. Ladd_^_ 

it. Nichol s 

Yr. ho sen_ 

r. Tracy_ 

u r. Carson_ 

t. Egan_ 

r. Gurnea_ 

r. u arbo_ 

r hen (ion _ 

r Per rinften 
lx. Quinr Teiraif 

r ease_ 2 

iss Gandy_ 
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June 17, 1946 




* 


62-6040® 

SAC, New York 


Dlreeter, FBI 



AUJtt-CttlW, with tlit w 
SPSCIAL rUQUIRr - STATE DBPABTSBIIf 

?Wm»ry 7,*]^ *«* Field Diwition 

Refer mo • le also mdetTthl Jffw 1 ^ , * l3 * tloa f f th * Q»P tlono4 i ndlYlduel. 
<Mted April 1, 1946, *t H-Tortc^.”'*’* of SpwU1 **-* ! 


jjjj** • r 2°^ir i 1 J £ T ^r*tat S. t pj *j i” *L?*f ■? 

5t,t * *? •» ^Uy *<It1»o« of tho «rtlrltl..lf tt*. SjoST " t ” nt of 
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TJMjWMJ 

62-80406 


w w01,T,ra> i £.£-8? 'A> s- 

B J 


58 


WN 19 1946 


T 


l 


Lr. ToIson_ 

Vr. E. A. Tamm 

i r. Clegg_* 

lx. Glavln_ 

^x. Ladd - 

IX. Nichols 
Mr. Rosen 
itX. Tracy 
lx. Carson 
fx. Egan 
IX. Gurnea 
lx. Farbo 
lx. Hendon 
V. Pennington 
\ Quinn Tamm” 
Nease 







OBJjEC 
77-16333-. 


June 6 , 1946 






TO* Collectors of Customs 

(ft 

SUBJECT* Albert Canus, with aliases, 
P. Fjf'Goros, Albert^fcamua 



Reference is made to the Federal Bureau of Investigation 
unnumbered circular letter dated March 14, 1946 in which you were 
requested to notify the nearest office of the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation in the event ALBERT CAMUS should enter into or de¬ 
part from the United States at a port in your district. 

In view of the information received by the Federal Bureau 
of Investigation, United States Department of Justice, it will no 
longer be necessary to maintain a stop notice. 

Very truly yours, 


JOHW V DGAR BOOT® 

Director 


Approved* 
Bureau of 


js £ 

Qua tew 















July 17* 2046 


SAC, Nm Torfe 
Director, FBZ 

, • jg& „.,, - ALBERT CAMUS, with aliases 

smut INQUIRY - STATE DEPARTMENT 

Referenoe la made to the Bureau’s letter date* yefcraary 7* 1946* 
es veil as the Bureau’s letter dated June 17, 1946. 


la view of the length of tine tide natter hate been pending, you 
are Instructed to give It your inssdiate attention end te ft ewe r d the results 
Z: l! 1 l! n 7 s 0 ^ yew Inquiry to the Bureau in the immsdiata ihture* . 









Avfoat }| 


62-804$$ 

SAC, Ifew lotk 

Director, FBI m’i wcm*/'._ 

ML IriFO RtoA i ,0W CONTAINED 

ALBERT CAMUS, with *li»M HERE,?’ IS UU/ /ACj; icn 

3PECUL a4BI81 - *****mte 4 ®byc 

&*£*ranc§ A* wade to the Bureau 1 • letter dhlfd February 7, 


•* th* Bureau*8 letter dated dirty 17, 194* s*e you eoaaaruing the 
•Humid individual. 


/ 


IviT. To Ison 
'T. L. A. 
ir. Clegg_ 
Mr. Glavin 
Vr. Ladd 


Mr. Nichols 


In tiew of the fact that thin inrecti gation!la Being ooadupted for 
" ■fu Jf? S tate Departwont you ehould girt ft your inaediate tt tentta a and cubi ^ 

:__$toeeult« of your lnreetigatfa* t« the Bureau in!the inwlftie future. 

__ » 


Mr. Rosen 


l 


i jr. Tracy' 


rr. Carson 
kr. Egan 


r-T. Gurnea 
f x. Harbo 


Mr. hendo n__ 

Jr • Pennington 


Mr. Quinr Tamm" 
r. Nea^e 


e/lss Gi 




JEMsbm 

^2-80405 
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Proa i 
Subject: 
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mimkm 

by sacra, messmicbr 



August 13, 1946 
Hr. Jack B. Ml 

Chief, Division of Forelga Activity Correletioo 
State DepartuKt 
Washington, D. C. 

John Edgar Hoover - Director, Federal Bureau ef Investigation 


ALBERT CAMUS 


Reference is made to tip aaoorandun tram Mr, Frederick B. Lyon 
of January 31, 1946, concerning the captioned individual. 

_ There is attached herewith one copy of the report of Special Agent 

1 dated August 7, 1946, which canclades the inquiries which 
have been aade concerning the captioned individual. 


Attachaent 


JEMsIGS 

62-80405 


I?** . 

CS#: 



/ 





Tolson 
E. A. Tamm' 

Clegg_‘ 

Coffey 

Glavin 

Ladd 

Nichols 

Rosen 

Tracy 

Acers 

Carson 

Harbo 

Hendon 

MumforH 

Starke 

Quinn Tamm 

Mease_* 

Gandy_ 
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FEDERAL' J5UREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Form No. 1 

•This case originated at IHT.« If 01CK 


N3f^ '*ule no. 105^960 DEO 


REPORT MADE AT * 

WHEN MADE 

tH.. Y 1 > 

8/7/46 
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PERIOD FOR 
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CHAjtytflfcR OF CaS£ 

SPECIAL T1JQUIRY - 
, SWE DEPART! JET 


'TOinyeSiLfi^i ori fails to d evelop*4in\ subversive or 
—^v'1 T ‘-i cal r, c+ivity on subjects perl. Informants 
s+ete th O'” - 1 c~ 'ieve subject i» striving ’’n his 
lectures ty eetcbltsh a close# relationship be¬ 
tween the cultural views of the tf.5, and Irance 
rod tu exp 1?in his Philosophy of the Absurd. 

T* is p’-'ilosoph’ recommends living lucidly with 
the absurd, enjoying life all the wore fully bo- 
B* pause it has "o meaning and taking advantage of 
+ .e ’nfist complete liberty on e#rth once eternal 
liberty is pu A \ ressed. Subject, due to ill health 
and end 0 . '’ecture tour, has rotyurned to ■trance. 

- c - . 


T*I iPiLNOA: 


AQEMCy. ^Cc y 
REQ. REC D. //~-2JT' C 
REP’I Foil!?. /'v- /> - 
by_ 


: ’Tv-r lile o2-°0405. j_ 

. *r>cv*t. 'i Spircial Agent 

/ / l / 46. 1 -;- 

Bureau letters dated 6/17/46 ^ind 7/17/46 


New York, 


-- 


JILT ATI ~: 

b2 

b7C 

b7D 


-yorf jdcrtial Informant]_| advised that subject, while * 

in New fork City, wes 3-ving at temporary residen ce. It was nis 

opinion that upon his arrival subject stayed ’"ith __ 

for a short t me a nd also resided With. an unknow n i'emily a b I 

I ior another temporary period. He revealed that 
I to the Cultura l- Atta che of the I rench von- 

sulct"', T -bse pane z _ Jt dutv }n the 

ics io foster French culture. 


T>ffD 
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* 


Informant related th^t he recently read an a rticle in the Net; lork 
Herald Tribune by Professor JUSTIN O’EtilLN, of the Le>artment of Tomance Lang¬ 
uages of Oolumbia Univers ity, concerning Ci J/US. In this article C’BIILN re¬ 
ferred to the subject as the boldest writer in I ranee today and called Irm a 
novelist, dramatist, and philosopher of the absurd* Herein ho related that 
ever since subject and PASCAL PIA had founded the clandestine newspaper 
"CJftBAT” to mock the German and Vichy censors, ALBERT CAMS editorials have 
been distinguished for their clairvoyance and directness. After the liberation 
of France CAMS’ newspaper came into-the open and took its place as the most 
vigorous in Paris. At this time subject became the spokesman of the "pure 
resistance" group. The article went on to state that in literature CAMS is 
an independent who, recognizing the absurdity of human life borne of the con¬ 
flict between man's eternal longing for a logical explanation of the uriverse 
and the complete irrationality of life, recommends rather living lucidly within 
the absurd, enjoying life all the more fully because it has no meaning, and 
taking advantage of the most complete liberty on earth once eternal liberty is 
suppressed. Ilis attitude is tantamount to a permanent state of revolt a gainst 
the absurdity of life., ^he absurd ^an lives more freely by refusing nothing 
and by remaining n&infully lucid in the face o'f life’s irrationality. 


>nfidential Informant 


whose identity is known to the Bureau, 


revealed that subj&ct came to the u nited States to lecture in colleges on the 
east coast while on a speaking tour- in an effort to promote his philosophy of 
the absurd and to strengthen 1rench culture in the United states. Informant 
did not know how long this tour I'ould take or hov long CATS would remain in the 
United States. He stated, boy/evar, tnat he has ascertained that subject is one 
of the three most brilliant names in contemporary 1 rench literature, the others 
being THT 7 TLRAIS and VLRCOPS. 


Informant revealed that subject had spoken on-'-tfif^’Crisis of l-ankind" 
at the 1G MLL1N TPL..TUi of Columbia University during the month of April. In 
his talk he called the crisis "the use of consecutive terrors to a perversion of 
values so that a man and a historic iorae are no longer judged according to the 
function of their dignity, but according to their success." Subject revealed 
that the characteristics of this crisis is the desire for power brought about by 
fear, the replacement of real man by the political and historical man, the reigh 
of abstractions and fatality, and solitude without a future. Be stated that 
these different aspects can only be solved by removing the world from the con¬ 
gestion of terror and rejecting all forms of realistic and fatalistic thought, 
to give politics a secondary place and to keep it entirely out of the philosophic 
en^ moral domain, to reconcile pessimistic thought and an optimistic section, and 
finally to create a uriversalism . Subject concluded by stating that if this is 
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done the i'crld i ill then become a world of men and women, productive work, and 
reflect? ve leisure. 

Informant stated that durina the two years preceding t^p liberation 
of France subject note extensively for underground newspapers and reviews, 
for "COimT" and also for the REVIEW LIBRE and CAHILLS Db IA LIBERATION. It 
was informant’s sincere belief that certain pieces that subject did for these 
papers constituted one of the most important contributions to "resistance writ¬ 
ing". He also stated that in an article he had head concerning subject he 
found subject described as follows: the philosophical point of departure of 
subject's philosophy is a noble, courageous, but resolutely atheistic humanism, 
that all his literary production is heavy with despair, not facile, adolescent 
despair, but the anguished perception that man is a stranger, alone ard help¬ 
less in an absurd world. 

Informant revealed that in a recent issue of FLANGE AITIRIQUE he had 
noted that subject gave a series of lectures in April at Harvard uriversity, 
Lellesley College, the French Institute, and the University of Pennsylvania in 
Philadelphia. According to informant, subject's lectures merely itended to 
show France s cultural attitude so as to foster a closer relationship between 
the culture of France and the United States and also to express his philosoohy 
of the absurd man. 

It was noted in the April 20, 1946 issue of the -trench newspaper LA 
/ICTGIRL that subject's contemporaries TH1LERAIS and VESCORS had already gone 
back to Irene©. *- 

It was further noted that in the May 19, 1946 issue of FIANCE AMERIQUE 
the following information was contained concerning the subject's lecture at 
Brooklyn College on *4iy 1, 194b, which information is being quoted from that 
issue s 


"On May 1st, 1946 Brooklyn College celebrated its second annual Irench 
Day. '^he college inaugurated its Trench Day in the autumn of 1944, shortly after 
the liberation. This year by chance the celebration came on the 1st of May, the 
day of the Fay lily and of the workers. Thanks to the kindness of the Cultural 
Bureau oi the Trench Embassy, the college had the great privilege of welcoming 
ALBERT CAIUS. The president of the college, Mr. HARRY \ CTD17RSE J , made a 
short speech on France, a country ■vhich he knows so well and which he loves. He 
told the students and teachers who had assembled there that for him France was 
the country of quality and not of quantity and that he hoped that she would 
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’•continue to play her traditional role, etc. 

”... .. AIBEHT CAITfS had just finished his tour of ‘ the uni¬ 

versities and the colleges of the ^astj Brooklyn College was his last stop. 

He told the students his impressions of the youth of ■'Vterica with whom he had 
had occasion to speak and to have discussions during his tour. Aecord-irg to 
OATS, young people are the same all over the world. He expected tto fird the 
youth of •‘hnerica, however, more excitable than thfcy really were, he said. 

Ian’s greatest temptation, said CA'IS, is inertia. The ordinary man feels 
that if he does his job well, he is discharging all his responsibilities. 

But it is not enougtyfcb do one's job. louth must take part in the struggle, 
for the world will be saved by th*‘s generation or else it will not be saved, 
ihe problems and the doubts of •‘hn.erican youth are the same as those of the 
youth of -hur-ope. A here are no longer ary national problems; there are only 
international problems, ^here is especially ’a solidarity due to misfortune'. 

If we no longer accept the principle of might, we must fight Incessantly and 
passionately* Otherwise the world is lost. One must have compassion for one’s 
fellow creatures* 

"Mr. CAMUS spoke of pessimism and optimism. *^iropean pessimism be¬ 
lieves that all of life is a tragedy and American optimism sees all of life as 
good and marvelous. A synthesis -of American optimism and of the pessimism of 
the youth of Trance must be made. It is necessary to bring about solidarity 
and sympathy between theino counties and also to f-Liid signs of concession for 
mankind. This synthesis between optimism and pessimism is what CA’l'S cails a 
classical civilisation. It is necessary to build $n the basis of feeling a 
United States of the world which has not been able to be accomplished on a 
juridical basis. Uope for a better world can be brought about by closer ties 
between American students and French students. A mericans‘tudents mist send 
food to their Trench comrades, they should exchange Jetters, and what is even 
mo^e "iimportant,, when material conditions become better, thousands of American 
students should be sent to 1 ranee and thousands of French students should be 
3ent to Ai merica, so that there could be an uninterrupted stream of exchange stu¬ 
dents between the youth oi the two countries. 

"At the close of Ms lecture, Mr. CA’US offered to answer questions. 
Naturally, he was asked if he was an existentialist* answered that he was 
not, because existentialism claims that it can answer all the problems of this 
world which is inpossible for a single philosophy and that besides, he wished 
to have the freedom to say yes as well as no." 


Under a suitable pretext it was ascertained through the .trench 
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newspaper I-rANCL A T S3tiy®j^. 730 Hfth Avenue, I’ew York City; -the n&MHf PRESS 
iVD ~M OfiltaTICIJ SERHCB, ' 501 I 0 rk Ci'tyj ?n3 ^ 

CULTURAL SEKFICd If) TBi-. U. S., which is located s&*the French Consulate, that 
CA’US, due tcvill health and •toe completion of his tour, returned to France 
some time between' the first and toe fourteenth of June, 1946* 

_ I - 

_at the Irench Consult te, v as contacted pn Jtl3pu23, 1946 under 

pretext and renatal^d that subject returned to loanee several weeks ago due to 
the completion'df his lectures here, vVnch numbered approximately five or six 
in all» 

fhe investigation in instant case failed to develop any subve^si^e 
or oolite cal activity on the part of the subject. 


CLOSED 
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